
University of Missouri Extension’s agricultural business and policy group 
serves rural Missouri by helping farms, agribusinesses and communities 
understand their opportunities and challenges and make informed decisions. 
The team has directed its focus to four areas:

• It shares how market risks, including weather, trade, disease and consumer 
demand, may shift the market outlook for food and agricultural products. 

• It studies relevant industry issues such as farm financial stress and farm 
labor, and it gives insights that stakeholders can use to manage these issues.  

• It communicates the potential effects of domestic and trade policy 
decisions on food, agriculture and rural areas in Missouri. 

• It helps farmers, business owners and commodity groups assess the 
potential for diversifying or pursuing new business opportunities. 

This work is important, considering the farm sector’s economic impact — an 
estimated $33 billion in value-added impact from agriculture, forestry and 
related industries in Missouri during 2016. The chart shows U.S. net farm 
income has retreated in recent years, and despite projected growth, food and 
agriculture stakeholders must make good management decisions to stay viable. 

Agricultural Business and Policy Extension
Accomplishments and Impacts, 2017

150
policymakers, 

academic experts and 
other stakeholders  

took part in the 2018 
Farm Bill Summit

2016
year of first Missouri 

Financial Stress 
Investigation to 

understand farmers’ 
financial concerns; a 

similar effort is 
planned for 2018

161,048
page views recorded 

during 2017 for online 
resource guides 

designed to share 
information and 

materials with the  
dairy, crops, swine 
and beef industries

3
media partners that 
regularly distribute 

content developed by 
extension team: 

Brownfield, Penton 
News and Hoard’s 

Dairyman

Agricultural 
Business and 

Policy Extension
By the Numbers 

Markets and Policy

20 number of Missouri Agricultural Marketing and Outlook Program 
meetings hosted to present commodity outlook to producers

600 agricultural lenders participated in Farm Financial Outlook for 
Agricultural Lenders meetings to hear outlook, policy and market updates

$4.27 billion in estimated value of ag loans reviewed by lenders who 
participated in the ag lender series and responded to the evaluation survey

U.S. Net Farm Income, Historical and Projected

Source: Food and Agricultural Policy Research Institute, University of Missouri, and USDA

The following sections share key impacts from 2017 programs and projects.
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Historical Projected 2007-to-2016 average

107,800 farms and $2.3 billion 
in net cash farm income in 
Missouri during 2007

97,200 farms and $1.7 billion 
in net cash farm income in 
Missouri during 2016



DASS – Sharing Our Story to Empower Decision Makers
Discover how DASS studies food, ag and people at dass.missouri.edu.

Rural Lifestyle and Choices

SPOTLIGHT: Missouri Farm Labor Guide
For farms, hiring new employees involves making multiple decisions and creating a fair, effective 
process to attract job candidates, hire employees, support human resources and ensure that 
employees are contributing to the business. The Missouri Farm Labor Guide gives farm employers 
the information they need to establish a good approach to human resources management. 

Entrepreneurship and Value-Added

SPOTLIGHT: Historical Perspective of the 
Missouri Specialty Crop Industry
The study provides a historical view of the 
state’s specialty crop industry. The analysis 
intends to build understanding of the Missouri 
specialty crop industry and communicate the 
industry’s value to farmers, consumers, 
policymakers and other stakeholders. 

Agribusiness

519 producers responded to the Missouri 
Specialty Crop Survey, an effort designed 
to better understand the impact of the 
state’s specialty crop operations, 
production, sales and distribution

21 women participated in Annie’s Project 
courses to learn about agricultural 
business-related topics

131 survey responses summarized in the Missouri Farm land Values Opinion Survey, which asks 
agricultural lenders, rural appraisers and farmers about their perceptions of Missouri farmland values

6 segments of the employment process 
addressed in the Missouri Farm Labor 
Guide: recruitment; hiring; on-boarding, 
training and mentoring; operations; 
retention; and termination

156 lenders attended the Emerging Issues in 
Agricultural Lending Symposium, an annual 
training and discussion venue for lenders 
working in today’s complex agricultural 
lending environment

54 Agricultural Lenders School participants 
were provided in-depth training in agricultural 
finance; attendees are typically early-career 
lenders or experienced lenders who are 
assuming new lending roles

SPOTLIGHT: Missouri Financial Stress Investigation
A collaborative program of extension and the 
Missouri Department of Agriculture, this 
investigation involved engaging 600 
agricultural stakeholders in 2016 to determine 
the degree of financial stress experienced by 
the agriculture industry in local areas. The effort 
provide a needed source of information about 
the financial state of Missouri agriculture. A 
similar project is being planned for 2018. 

417 subscribers who receive a monthly copy of 
the Missouri Dairy Business Update, an 
e-newsletter distributed to stakeholders 
who are interested in Missouri dairy 
industry news

April 2018

22 categories of farm budgets updated annually and shared online and in the Missouri Farm Financial 
Outlook book; budgets are prepared for crops, forage, beef, swine, dairy, goats and sheep

5,270 number of reports generated on AgSite, 
a tool that maps the land’s physical, 
environmental and cultural 
characteristics to help make production 
decisions, land purchase decisions and 
land appraisals

2 long-term baseline outlook reports 
released annually in partnership between 
the Agricultural Markets and Policy 
extemsopm group and the Food and 
Agricultural Policy Research Institute
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